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SOM 

Something, n.f. [ytmtfSinj, Saxon.] 

1. Not nothing, though it appears not what; a thing or matter 
indeterminate. 

When fierce Bavar 

Did from afar the Britifli chief behold. 

Betwixt defpair and rage, and hope and pain. 

Something within his warring bofom roll’d. Prior. 

T he force of the air upon the pulmonary artery is but 
fmall, in refpeft of that of the heart; but it is ftill fome- 

* mi r Arluthnot on Aliments. 

i ou 11 fay the whole world has fomething to do, fomething to 
talk of, fomething to with for, and J.mething to be employed 
about; but pray put all th cfcfimethings together, and what is 
the fum total but juft nothing. Pope's Letters. 

Here flic beholds the chaos dark and deep, / 

Where namelefs fomethings in their caufes fleep. Pope. 

2 . More or lefs. 

Something yet of doubt remains. Milton. 

Y cars following years fteal fomething ev’ry day, 

At leaft they fteal us from ourfelves away. Pope. 

3. Part. 

Something of it arifes from our infant ftatc. Watts. 

4. Diftance not great. 

I will acquaint you with the perfect fpy o’ th’ time; for’t 
muft be done to-night, and fomething from the palace. Sbakefp. 

So'mething. adv. In fome degree. 

The pain went away upon it; but he was fomething dif- 
couraged by a new pain falling fome days after upon his elbow 
on the other fide. Temple. 

So'metime. adv. [ fome and time.] Once; formerly. 

What art thou that ufurp’ft this time of night. 
Together with that fair and warlike form. 

In which the majefty of buried Denmark 

Did fometime march ? Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Good fometime queen, prepare thee hence for France. Sh. 

So'metjmes. adv. [ fame and times.] 

1. Not never; now and then; at one time or other. 

I will render me more equal, fometime fuperior. Milton. 
It is good that we fometimes be contradicted, and that we 
always bear it well; for perfect peace cannot be had in this 
world. . Taylor. 

2. At one time, oppofed to fometimes, or to another time. 

The body paflive is better wrought upon at fometimes than 
at others. Bacon's Natural Hiflory. 

Sometimes the one, and fometimes the other, may be glanced 
upon in thefe feripture deferiptiong. Burnet. 

He writes not always of a piece, but fometimes mixes trivial 
things with thofe of greater moment: fometimes alfo, though 
not often, he runs riot, and knows not when he has faid 
enough. Dryden's Fables , Preface. 

So'mewhat. n.f. [fome zni what.] 

1. Something; not nothing, though it be uncertain what. 

Upon the fea fomewhat methought did rife 
Dike blueifh mifts. Dryden's Indian Emperor. 

He that fhuts his eyes againft a fmall light, on purpofe to 
avoid the fight of fomewhat that difpleafes him, would, for 
the fame reafon, Ihut them againft the fun. Atterhury. 

2. More or lefs. 

Concerning every of thefe, fomewhat Chrift hath com¬ 
manded, which muft be kept ’till the world’s end : on the con¬ 
trary fide, in every of them fomewhat there may be added, as 
the church judges it expedient. Hooker. 

Thefe falts have fomewhat of a nitrous tafte, but mixt with 
a fmatch of viyiolick. Grnv. 

3. Part greater or lefs. 

Somewhat of his good fenfe will fuffer in this transfufion, 
and much of the beauty of his thoughts will be loft. Dryden. 

So'mewhat. adv. In fome degree. 

Holding of the breath doth help fomewhat to ceafe the hic¬ 
cough. Bacon's Natural Hiflory. 

He is fomewhat arrogant at his firft entrance, and is too in- 
quifitive through the whole; yet thefe imperfections hinder 
not our companion. Dryden. 

So'mewhere. adv. [fome and where.] In one place or other; 
not nowhere. 

Hopelefs and forelorn 

They are return’d, and fomewhere live obfeurely. Denham. 
Comprefiing two prifms hard together, that their fidcs, 
which by chance were a very little convex, might fomewhere 
touch one another, I found the place in which they touched to 
become abfolutely tranfparent, as if they had there been one 
continued piece of glafs. Newton's Opt. 

Does fomething ftill, and fomewhere yet remain, 

Reward cr punilhment ? Prior. 

Of the dead we muft fpeak gently; and therefore, as Mr. 
Dryden fays fomewhere , peace be to its manes. Pope. 

So'mewhile. n.f. [ fome and while.] Once; for a time. Out 
of ufc. 

Though under colour of the Ihepherds fomewhi/e. 

There crept in wolves full of fraud and guile, 

That often devoured their own fheep. 

And often the (hepherd that did ’em keep. Spenfer's Paji. 


SON 

Somm'ferous. adj. [fomnifere, Fr. fonmifer , Latin 1 r, r 
fleep; procuring fleep; foperiferou,; dormitive. J Uln S 
I wilh for (omefomniftrout potion, that might force m 
fleep away the intermitted time, as it does wfth men ; n r 
row. py 1 1 ** wr- 

Somni'fick. adj. [fomnus and facio, Latin.] CaVfm ztS?' 
So'mnolency. r. J. [ fomnolentia , Latin.] Slecpinels- i fi¬ 
liation to fleep. * * nc “* 

S ° N - n 0 th L Ck V SaXOn; f° hn > German- 

fon, Swedilh; Jone, Dutch; fyn, Sclavonian.j * 

1. A maie born of one or begotten by one; correlative to fail 

or mother. raer 

She had a fon for her cradle, ere the had a hufband for h 

. Sbakefp. King Lear 

CJaft out this bondwoman and her fon. ' Gen. xxi 
He compares the affection of the Divine Being to the ind'J 
gence of a wife father, who would have his fans exerciftd with 
labour and pain, that they may gather ftrength. Addiltn 

2. Defendant however diftant: as, the fins of Adam. 

Iam th e/'on of the wife, the fon of ancient kings. 

3. Cotnpellation of an old to a young man, or of a confdfur to 
his penitent. 

Be plain, good fon, and homely in thy drift; 

Riddling confeflion finds but riddling Ihrift. Shakelbtor, 

4. Native of a country. 

Britain then 

Sees arts her favage fans controul. p,,. 

5. The fecond perfon of the Trinity. 

If thou be the fon of God, come down. Mat. xxvii. 40. 

6. Product of any thing. 

Our impel fedlions prompt our corruption, and loudly tell 
us we are jons of earth. Brown's Vulgar Erreurs. 

Earth’s tall fans , the cedar, oak, and pine, 

Their parents undecaying ftrength declare. Blackmtrre. 

7. In feripture, fons of pride, and fans of light, denoting fome 
quality. ’Tis a Hebraifm. 

This new fav’rite 

Of heav’n, this man of clay, fn of defpite. Milton. 
Son-in-law. n.f. One married to one’s daughter. 

If virtue no benighted beauty lack, 

Your fon-in-law is far more fair than black. Shak. Otbilh. 

A foreign fon-in-law fhall come from far, 

Whofe race fhall bear aloft the Latian name. Dryd. £n. 
So'nship. n.f. [from fon.] Filiation; the chara&er of a fon. 
The apoftle to the Hebrews makes affliftions not only in¬ 
cident but neceffary to Chriftianity, the badge and cognizance 
of fonjhip. Decay of Piety. 

SONATA. n.f. [Italian.] A tune. 

He whiffled a Scotch tune, and an Italian fonata. Addijon. 

Could Pedro, think you, make no trial 
Of a fonata on his viol, 

Unlefs he had the total gut. 

Whence every firing at firft was cut. Prior. 

SONG. n. f. [from jepunjen, Saxon.] 

1. Any thing modulated in the utterance. 

Noife other than the found of dance and fng. Milton. 
He firft thinks fit no fonnetter advance 
His cenfure farther than the fong or dance. Dryden: 

2 . A poem to be modulated by the voice; a ballad. 

Pardon, goddefsof the night, 

Thofe that flew thy virgin knight; 

For the which, with fongs of woe. 

Round about his tomb they go ! Shakefpeare. 

In her days ev’ry man fhall fing 
The merry fongs of peace to all his neighbours. Sh. H \ ID* 

3. A poem ; lay; ftrain. 

The bard that firft adorn’d our native tongue, 

.. Dryden. 


Milton. 

Pope. 


Dryden. 


Tun’d to his Britifh lyre this ancient fong, 

4. Poetry; poefy. 

This fubject for heroick fong pleas’d me, 

Names memorable long. 

If there be force in virtue, or in fong. 

5. Notes of birds. 

The lark, the meflenger of day. 

Saluted in her fong the morning grey. 

6. An old Song, A trifle. 

I do not intend to be thus put off" with an old fong. More. 

A hopeful youth, newly advanced to great honour, wn 
forced by a cobier to refign all for an old fng. ddaijon. 

So'ngish. adj. [from Jong.] Containing fongs; confining 01 
fongs. A low word. 

The fongifii part muft abound in the foftnefs and variety 0 
numbers, its intention being to pleafe the hearing. Dryden. 

So'ngster. n.f. [from fong.] A finger. Ufed of human 
fingers, it is a word of flight contempt. 

1 he pretty fongflers of the Spring with their various no « 
did feem to welcome him as he palled. rtoue. 

Some JbngJlers can no more fing in any chamber but t 'cir 
own, than fome clerks read in any book buttheirown L 
Either founder holding out their throats, 

A B .'d their notes. 


And folding up their wings, rcncw'i 


Songstress- 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Lang 


S O O 

r ' ..(Tilrss. ft. f [fromfong.] A female finger. • 
b0N Through the foft filencc of the liftening night. 

The fober-fuited fongflrefs trills her lay. Thomfon s Summer. 
p/VwWFT n.f [fonnet, French; fonnet to, Italian.] 

S i‘(hort poem confuting of fourteen lines, of which the 
‘ ■ fliymes are adjufted by a particular rule. It is not very fiut- 
llje to the Englifh language, and has not been ufed by any 
man of eminence fince Milton. 

A book was writ of late call’d Tetrachordon, 

And woven clofe, both matter, form, and ftile; 

The fubjc& new: it walk’d the town a-while, 

Numb’ring good inteilc&s, now feldom por’d on: 

Cries the Itall-rrader, Blefs us, what a word on 
A title-page is this! and fome in file 
Stand Ipelling falfe, while one might walk to Mile- 
End-green. Why is it harder, firs, than Gordon, 
Colkitto, or Macdonnel, or Galalp ? 

Thofe rugied names to our like mouths grow fleek, 

That would^have made Quintilian ftare and gafp : 

Thy age like ours, foul of fir John Cheek, 

Hated not learning worfc than toad or afp. 

When thou taught’ft Cambridge and king Edward 
Greek. Milton. 

2. A fmall poem. 

Let us into the city prefently. 

To fort fome gentlemen well (kill’d in mufick ; 

I have a fonnet that will ferve the turn. S/akefpeare. 

SoWNETTfc'ER. n.f [Jbnnetier, French; from fonnet.] A fmall 
poet, in contempt. 

A (lift me, f me extemporal god of rhime ; for I am fure I 
{hall turn fonnetteer. Shakefp. Love's Labour’s Lojl. 

He firft thinks fit no fonnetteer advance 
His cenfure farther than the fong or dance. Dryden. 

There are as many kinds of gardening as of poetry: your 
makers of parterres and flower-gardens are epigrammatifts and 
yonnetteers in this art. Spectator. 

What woful fluff this madrigal would be, 

In fome ftarv’d hackney fonnetteer or me ? 

But let a lord once own the happy lines, 

How the wit brightens! how the ftyle refines! Pope. 

Soni'ferous. adj. [Jonus and fero, Latin.] Giving or bring¬ 
ing found. 

This will appear, let the fubjeft matter of founds be what 
it will; either the atmofphere, or the etherial part thereof, or 
foniferous par.icles of bodies. Derham. 

SonoRi'fick. adj. [fonorus and facio, Lat.] Producing found. 
If he fhould alk me why a clock ftrikes, and points to the 
hour; and I fhould fay, it is by an indicating form and fono- 
rifek quality, this would be unfatisfa&ory. Watts’s Logick. 
SON'O'ROUS adj. [ finer e, French; fonorus, Latin. ] 

1. Loud founding; giving loud or ftirill found. Bodies arc dif- 
tmguifljed as fonorous or unjonorous. 

All the while 

Sonorous metal blowing martial founds ; 

At which the univerfal hoft up fent 
A (bout that tore hell’s concave. Miltons Paradife Lojl. 

2. High founding ; magnificent of found. 

The Italian opera, amidft all the meannefs and familiarity 
of the thoughts, has fomething beautiful and fonorous in the 
txpreflion. Addijon on Italy. 

’UNo'rodsl v. adv. [from fonorous.] With high found; with 
magnificence of found. 

Somo'rousnESS. n.f. [fromfonorous.] 

1 I he quality of giving found. 

Enquiring of a maker of viols and lutes of what age he 
thought lutes ought to be, to attain their full and belt feafon- 
,n S tor finerouficfi , he replied, that in fome twenty years 
he requilitc, and in others forty. Boyle. 

2. Magnificence of found. 

huON. adv. [ funs, Gothick ; yona, Saxon; faen, Dutch.] 

1 CuppJ.j 1<jng time be paft '■ Portly after a,, y time afligned or 

Nor did they not perceive their evil plight, 

*ct to their gen’ral’s voice they fon obey’d. Milton. 

Y ou muft obey me, foon or late ; 

H hy Ihould you vainly ftruggle with your fate ? Dryden. 
2- Larlv ; before any time fuppofed : oppofed to late. 

O boy ! thy father gave thee life too foon, 

/'nd hath bereft thee of thy life too late. S ha kef. Hen. VI. 
„ th ! s \ that 1 ,n ‘ i y be reftored to you th efioner. Heb. xiii. 
i\f v ls '* that you are come fo foon to-day? Ex. ii. 18. 
cor arl ‘ Cr f i J y cth for thc latcr > and not that the later 

3 S^i, ing!y . 

^Uould as / WI fee a river winding through woods and mea- 
s, as when it is toffed up in fo many whimfical figures at 

4- It haTin cv , r -r • , Addijon’s Guardian. 

n-is in Sidney the figmfication of an adi c aive, whether 
hcennoufly or according to the cuftom of hiAime 

him nnh? . P . rcrervcd % a,us a >ivc, under pretence of having 


s o o 

5. Soon as. Immediately; at the very time. 

As foon as he came nigh unto the camp, he faw the calf and 

the dance. . . £x ‘ xxxii ’ x 9 - 

Nor was his virtue poifon’d, foon as born, 

With the too early thoughts of being king. Dryden. 

Soonly. adv. [from foon.] Quickly; fpeedily. This word I 
remember in no other place; but if jeon be, as it feems once 
to have been, an adjective, foonly is proper. 

A mafon meets with a ftone that wants no cutting, and, 
foonly approving of it, places it in his work. More. 

So'opberry. n.f. [fipindus, Latin ] A plant. 

It hath a flower, which for the moll part is compofed of 
four leaves, expanding in form of a rofe; from whofe four- 
leaved empalcmcnt arifes the pointal, which afterward becomes 
a fphcrical fruit, inclofinga nut of the fame form. Miller. 
SOOT. n.f. [(-or, Saxon; foot, Iflandick; fiet, Dutch.] Con- 
denfed or embodied fmoke. 

Soot, though thin fpread in a field, is a very good com¬ 
port. Bacon. 

If the fire be not kept within the tunnel of the chimney, 
and fome appointed to fweep down the foot , the houfe will be in 
danger of burning. Hcwel. 

Oft they affky’d. 

Hunger and thirft conftraining ; drugg’d as oft 
With hatefulleft difrelilh, writh’d their jaws. 

With fort and cinders fill’d. Milton’s Paradife Lojl. 

Our houfliold gods, that droop upon our hearths, 

Each from his venerable face fhall brufli 
The Macedonian foot , and Ihine again. Dryd. Cleomenes. 
So'oted. adj. [from foot.] Smeared, manured, or covered with 
foot. 

The land was footed before. Mortimer. 

So'oterkin. n.f. A kind of falfe birth fabled to be produced 
by the Dutch women from fitting over their ftoves. 

When Jove was, from his teeming head. 

Of wit’s fair goddefs brought to-bed. 

There follow’d at his lying-in. 

For after-birth, a fioterkin. Swift. 

Sooth, n.f. [prS, Saxon ] Truth ; reality. Obfolete. 

Sir, underftand you this of me in fioth, 

Th’ youngeft daughter, wh<Jm you hearken for. 

Her father keeps from all acccfs of luitors. 

Until the eldeft After firft be wed. Shakefpeare: 

That e’er this tongue of mine. 

That laid the fentence of dread banilhment 
On yond proud man, Ihould take it off again 
With words of fioth. Shakef. Richard IL 

He looks like Jbeth: he fays he loves my daughter; 

I think fo too; for never gaz’d the moon 
Upon the water, as he’ll Hand and read 
My daughter’s eyes. Sbakefp. Winter's Tale. 

If I have any (kill in foothfaying, as in fioth I have none, 
it doth prognofticate that I £hall change caps. Camden's Rem. 

The very fioth of it is, that an ill habit has the force of an 
ill fate. L’Ejlrange. 

I did not mean to chide you ; 

For, fioth to fay, I hold it noble in you 
To cherilh the diftrefs’d. Rowe , 

Sooth, adj. [yoS, Saxon.] Pleafing; delightful. 

Some other means I have. 

Which once of Melibsus old I learn’d. 

The fiothejl Ihephcrd that e’er pip’d on plains. Milton- 
To SOOTH, v.a. [jeyoSian, Saxon.] 

1. To flatter; to pleafe with blandilhments. 

In foot king them, we nourifli ’gainft our fenate 
The cockle of rebellion, infolence, fedition. Shakefpeare 
Can I fioth tyranny ? M 

Seem pleas’d to fee my royal mafter murder’d. 

His crown ufurp’d, a diftaff in the throne ? Dryden. 

By his fair daughter is the chief confin’d, 

VV ho fooths to dear delight his anxious mind ; 

Succefslefs all her foft careffes prove. 

To banifti from his bread his country’s love. Pope's OdyVey. 

Thinks he that Memnon, foldier as he is, ~ J 

'I houghtlefs. and dull, will liften to his fpothing ? Rowe. 

I’ve try’d the force of every reafon on him, * 

Sooth'd and carcfs’d, been angry, fioth'd again; 

Laid fafety, life, and interell in his fight; 

But all arc vain, he fcorns them all for Cato. Addif Cato 

2. To calm; tofoften ; to mollify. 

The beldame 

Sooth: her with blandilhments, and frights with threats Drv 

3. To gratify; to pleafe. " 

This calm’d his cares ; froth'd with his future fame 
And pleas’d to hear his propagated name. r>’ j,, 

J A *“«* “ b y 

I cannot flatter: I defy 

The tongues of Joe,hers shakefp. Henry IV 

A damfel V ‘ I'flVd T ° predi< * 1 t0 

A damfel, poflefled with a fptrit of divination, met u « 

which brought her mafters much gain by foothfaying. Acts xvi! 

Soothsay'er, 
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